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' MaSter $ yhaker, 


MW E are now upon che pi point of giving Gu as. 


much as 1n vs lies) the finalt i Sentence; 
unto death or life, ona sreat Minifter of Stats 


and Peere of this Kingdome, Thomas Earle of 
Strefford; anameof batredin the preſent age by 


his Practices, and fit to be madea tertor torfus - 
ture ages by his puniſhment. 

J have had the honour tobe imploy rod by the 
Houle in this great bufineſſe,fro the firſt we 
that it was taken into conſideration : 1t was a 
matter of great truſt,(and Twill ſay with conft- 
dence)that | have ſerved the Houſe in-it with in- 
'duftry, accordingto my ability, but with moſt 
exact faithfulnefle and ſecrecy. - - | 
Andias T have bitherto diſcharged my duty to 
this Houſe and'to my Country,ia the progreſſe 
ofthis great as by F truſt 7-ſhall &os now 
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' andaffeCtions;as unto the Earle ofStraffora,] con- 


| becharaterd. 
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Idoe with the peace of that unto my ſelfe, and 


__ the bleflings of 4lmrghty God to me and my po- 


ſerity, according as my judgement on the life of 
this man,ſhall be conſonant with my heart,and the 
beſt of my underſtanding-in all integrity. 

1 know wel! Maſter Speaker,that by ſome things 1 
have ſaid of late, whileſt this Bill was. in agitation, 


_ 1 have raiſed ſome prejudices upon me in the.cauſe. 


Yea ſome (: I thanke them for the plaine dea- 
ling) have bin ſo-free as to tell me, that I ſuffered 
much by the backwardnefle ] have ſhewne in this 
Bill of Attazader of the Earle of Strafford,againſt 
whom I bad bin formerly ſo keene, ſo-aQive. 

Mr. $peaker;I'beg of you and the reſt but a ſuſ-| 
penſion of judgement concerning meztill T have 0- 
peried my heart unto-you freely-and clearly in this 
buſinefle;. gt te. WISER 

Truely Sir, I am. ftill the ſame in my opinions 


fidently beleeve him the moſt dangerous Miniſter, 
the moſt inſupportable to free Subjects that can 


I beleeve lus praQiſes in themſelyes as high, as 
tyrannicall, as any. Subje&ever ventured on, and 
the malignity of them hugely aggravated by thoſe 
rare abilities of his, whereof God hath given him 
the uſe,but the Devill-the application. 72 a worg,l 
beleeve him. Rill that grand 44poſtate to the, Com- 

| | monealth, 


=) 


this world;till he be diſpatch'd to the oth 
et let me tell youMr.Speaker,my hand muſt not 
to that diſpatch. 7 proteſt, as my Conſcience lands 
enformed,1 had rather it wereoff, : © 


3M 


Let mee unfold unto you the Myſtery, Maſter 
Speaker, WET NY, 

1 will not dwell much upon juſtifying unto you 
my ſeeming variance at this time from what Jwas 
formerly , by putting you in mind of the diffe- 
rence betweene Proſecutors and Judges.  - 

How misbecomming that fervor would be in a 


Tudge, which periaps was commendable in a Pro-: 


ſecator, Fudges we are now,and muſt put on ano- 
ge: roo RC Ee is 
Is is honeſt and Noble,to-beearneft 1n order to 


the diſcovery of Truth; but when that hath beene 


brought as farre. as it can to light, our judgement 
thereupon ought to becalme and cautious, 

In proſecution upon probable grounds, we are 
accountable onely for our induſtry or . remiſnefle, 
but.in judzgement,we are deeply reſponſable toGad 
Almighty,for its re&itude or obliquity. In caſes 


of life, the 14dge is Gods Steward of the parties 


bloud , and. muft give a firi& account for every , 


droppe. 


Bur as I told you Maſter Speaker,] will not in- 


fiſt long upon this ground of, diffetence- 11 mee 
nov, from what I-was formerly. 
"WJ - The 
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1 ir, tl he fameg Ember 
u firſt ch here eh erdrion 'of my- 
,ord of Strafford) bronght downe our opinion, 
that it was fit he ſhould be accuſed of Treaſon, 
upon the ſame ground 7 was beged with ear- 
nefineſle in his proſecution, and had the ſame 
ground! remained in that force of beliefe with 
me, which till very lately it did, I ſhould not 
have beene tender 1n his condemnation, But tru © 
ly Sir, to deale praaty with you, that ground of | 
' our accuſation, that {| 758 to our proſecution, 
and that which ſhould be the bafis of my judge- 
ments, of theEarle of $ trafjordas unto Treaſon, 
is to my underſtanding quite vaniſhtaway: 
This it was, M Maſter Speaker, 
His adviſing the King c/ employ the Ay 
of Ireland, to reduce Enpland. 
This I was afſured would be proved, before I 
gave wy conſent to his accuſation. 7 was confir- 
med in the ſame belicfe, during the proſecution, 
and fortified in it moſt of all fince Sir Hezry 
Fares preparatory examinations, by the afſu- 
rances which that worthy member Mr. Pym 
gave me, that his Teſtimony would be made 
convincing by fome notes of what pafſedat the 
Janto concurrent with it, which 7 ever under- 
ſanding to be of ſome other Counſellour, you 
ſee ndw prove but a Copie of the ſame Secreta- 
_ rles notes, diſcoyer' dan 4 » inthe manger 
you 
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you have heard, and thoſe, ''Sach difjoyyuted ©. 
ragments of the venemons part of diſcourſes, no " m 
reſults, no conclaſions of Connſels, which are the 
onely things that Serrerarees ſboal regifter, theis 
being n0 uſt ut all of the other but to accuſtandto © 
bring men into dumer, i oo fo 2 
But Sir, this is not that which overt! 
the evidence with me, concerning the 1-4 
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upon their oathes remember nothing of iv. 

But this Sir-vhich 7 ſhall teH you, is thar _ 
which workes with me tinder favour, to an utter 
overthrow of his evidence, as unto that of the. 
Army of Trelaiad + Before, whil' 1 was aproſe- 
cator, and under tye of Secrecy, 1 mipht not diſco- 

wer any weakeneſſe of the cauſe which row 10S 4 
Judge 1 muſt, Maſter Secretary was examined 
thrice uponOathat the pteparatory Committee. 
The firſt time he was queſtioned to all the 7-- 
terrogatories, and to that part of the ſeventh 
which concernes the Army of Ireland, hee ſaid 
poſitively in theſe words,- I car zot charge him 
with that. - But for the reſt, he deſires time to re- 
colle4 himſelfe, which was grantedhim, 

Some dayes after, he was examined a ſecond 
time, and then depoſes theſe words concerning 
the Kings being abſolved from rules of govern- ] + 
ment, and ſo forth very clearely. But Leing preſt =_ 
to that part, concerning the Triſh eArmy, againe Cs 
can fay nothing tothat, © 
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Here 


AC | S 
oncerning thoſe words of 
by the 1r:jÞ Army, it was 
z examine theSecretary once more, 
epoſes theſe words, to. have beene 
ie Earle of Siraffordto his Majeſty : 
ear Army in Jrelandgwbich you may im- 
8 $0 reduce, (or ſome word to that ſence) 
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Se \_._ " Mr. Speaker, theſe are the circumſtances 


f 


which I confeſſe with my Conſcience, thru 
quite out of doores that grand Article of our 
charge, . concerning his deſperate advice to the 
| King, of employing the Jriſh Army hers. 


Let not this I beſeech you, be drivento an a- 
ſperſion upon Maſter Secretary, as if he ſhould 
haveſworne otherwiſe then hee kney or belee- 
ved, he is too worthy to doethatzonely let thus 
much be infer'd ' from it, that hee who twice 
upon oath with time of recolle&ion, could not 
remember any thing of ſuch a buſinefſe , might 

well a thid time miſremember ſomewhat ; 
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prove our Cauſe, 

+: Irwas never yer 

__  wifdome over-m 
man that wals 


% bught Mr. Speaker, any great 
S a truſt a ſuccesfull NnH, A 
Fe | poefa riſing ground, thefurtherhe 
IH - __ - poes,the las his ProſpeQ. Succeſſe inlarges mens 
EE --  defirg$ nds rheirambition, it breeds thoughts in 
 —  " them they never thought before: This is naturall and 
= © Bur the Scots being truly touched wirh Religion 
HY * ,according totheir Profeſſion, that onely is able to? 
-make them keeptheir Word: forReligionis ſtronger 
© | and wiſer then Reaſon,or Reaſon of State.. 

gr OR __ - . Beyondall this, Mr.Speaker, the remarkable Traces 
F h of Gods wonderfull Providence in this ſtrange Work, 
are ſo many, ſoapparant, as Icannot bit hope almoſt: 
to. beleefe : Thar the ſame all-governing mercifull 
hand,will condu@ and leade us to a happie Concluſj- 
on, will Contra& acloſer, firmer Union between the | 
two Nations, then any meere humane Policie conld{|vc 
ever have cffe&ed : which ineftimable Benefits to- hay 
both, in advancing the truth of Religion, in exalting [810 
the greatnefle of : > King, in ſecuring the peace ofhis |2efl 
Kingdomes, againſt all Malicious, Envious, Ambiti-|{tan 
ous:Oppoſites, toReligion, ro the King, to his King-|F«tt 
domes; wherein Ipreſame, all orDols and Pray-/thei 
ers doe meet. Wt. "IJ 
{brir 


han 
ANO-. 


bes bs. 0D 


; avocation: EVE 
lhave a ſpecions, pompous, famptuons Reli- 


[\neffe, Authority, Negotiation : Notwirh- : 
(ſtanding, they afl- know' beter then I, what -f 
| Fathers, Schoolemen, Councells are againſt . 


” : 
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Mr. SPEAKER, - effigeds 
Rm = Do verily belceve, that there are 
wy many of the Clergy in our 
Ss Church, who, do think the fim- 
_ phiciry of rhe Goſpel too meane 
r to them ſervein: They maſt 


gion, with additionalls of Temporal} preat- 


bring in the Romane Religion, and at laſt a 
haughty Inſolence even againſt ſupreame 


D- 


itheir mixingrhemſelves'in ſecular affaires. 


This Romane Ambition will at length 


2 power 


. They, have among them an Apothegm of 
ereir ow?f miking,which is, Ng Mitre, No 


Scepter , when we know by deare ot as 


tharifthe Mitre beonce in danger, they care 
not to throw the Scepter after, to confound 


che whole Kingdome for their Intereſt, 


And Hiſtories will tellns, that whenſoe- I] 


ver the Clergie went high, Monarchy ftill 
went lower'i:If they could not make the Mo- 
narch the head of their own FaQion, the 
would be 4are- ro make-him leſſe : as rey 
one example forall , The Popes working the 
Emperour our of 7taly, _;; 1 12 


» Some of ours, aſſoone as they are Biſhops, 
adepto fine, ceſſant Motus, They will Preach: 


no longer, their Office then is to governe. 
But in my opinion they gaverne worſe then 


they Preach, though they Preachnor arall;. 
for we ſee to what paſle their government: 


hath brought us. _ 


. Tn conformitie torhemſelves,They ſilence 


others alſo, though. Hierom in one. of his Epi- 
ftles ſaith, thatevena Biſhop , lethim be of 
never {o blamelefſe a life, yer he doth more 
hart by his licence , then he can do good by 
his example. | 


. Mr. Speaker, It now behooves us, to re- 
frraine 
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kraine the Biſhops to the dutievof heir Fu 


or 


aion, as they may never-more haycker-aft 


Not be ſo abſolute, ſo ſingle and (& 


ations of Moment, as Excommunitation, * 


Abſolation,, Ordination, and the like :-bur 


ſto joyne ſomeof the Miniſtry with them,and 
Ffurcher co regulate them according to the n- 
Jfage of Ancient Churches, in the beſt times, 


that by a well-remper'd Government, they 


may not have power hereafter, to corrupt” 


the Church, toundoe the Kingdom. 
| When they are thus circumſcrib'd, and the 
Publique ſecur'd from their Eruptions , then 
ſhall nor Tgrudge them'a liberall plencifull 
ſubſiſtence : elſeT am' fure;they can never be 
]vento Hoſpitality.” 

* Although the calling of the Clergy ' be 
a1 -glorions within, yer if they have not a 
large;confiderable, ourward ſupport, they 
annot befreed from'vulgar Contempt. . © 
' Tr will alwates be fit ,thatche flouriſhing of 
the Church ,ſhould hold proportion with the 
flouriſhing of the common-wealth wherein 
t is; If wedwell in Houſes of Cedar, why 
ould they dwell in skins? AndI hope, 7' 
Thall never ſee a good Biſhop left worſe then 
a Parſon 'wirhour a Gleab. er 

' Cerrainehie Sir, this ſuperintendencie of e- 
minent Men, Biſhops over divers Churches, 
is 


heterogeneous extravagant OO TECnTT BF» Tha 
ſcHrary ias N 
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Pre 
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x ee 
the greateſt Innovation that ever was hy 
land 


in Engl: 
; Idoe very well know, what very many doe'| 
very fervently deſire. But letus well bethink| 
our {elves wherher a popular Democraticall 
Government of the Church (though fit for | 
ather places). wilbe either ſurable or accep« 
rable,to a Regall,Monarchicall Goveramene 
of che State. | 
Every man can ſay (It is ſo commonand 
known a Truch)thar ſadain and great changes 
both in naturall and Politique bodies have | 
dangerous operations: eve me leave to] = 
lay , that we cannot preſently ſee ta the end 
of ſuch a conſequence, eſpecially in ſo.greata. 
Kingdome. as this., and where Epiſcopacie. 4s; 
ſd wrap dand involv'din the Laws of it,  - 
Wherfore Mr. Speaker, my humble Motion 
is, that. we may puniſh the preſent offenders, [— 
reduce and preſerve the Calling for better 
men hereafter. Let us remember with freſh | 
thankfullneſſe co God, thoſe glorious Martyr- 
Biſhops who were burn'd for our Religion, 
in the times of Popery, who by their learn- 
ing, zeale, and conſtancie, upheld and con- 


veydit down t0 us, | 
We 


— 


We have ſomegood] 
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_ Preach every Lords Da retherefors 
ey of double 
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